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Berrien County Middle and High Schools

Session I:
Tuesday, July 16, 2019

8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Love Creek Nature Center

9292 Huckleberry Road, Berrien Center

Session II:
Tuesday, July 23, 2019

8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Riverview Park

2927 Niles Road, St. Joseph
(Campers can attend either session or both!)

Registration deadline: June 13, 2019 

Follow the fun at #MakinWavesBerrien!
www.berrrienresa.org
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This project is funded in part by the Statewide Autism Resource and Training (START) program through 
the Michigan Department of Education and is being produced in partnership with Berrien RESA. 

Nondiscrimination Clause/Title IX
It is the policy of the Berrien Regional Education Service Agency not to discriminate in its policies and practices with respect to compensation, terms, 
or conditions of employment because of an individual’s race, color, religion, sex, national origin, height, weight, marital status, political belief, genetic 
information, disability or handicap which does not impair an individual’s ability to perform adequately in that individual’s particular position or activity. 
For questions, please contact Lynda Hurlow, Executive Director of Human Resources at : Berrien RESA , 711 St. Joseph Avenue, Berrien Springs, 
MI 49103. For procedural information, please review NEOLA Board Policy No. 2260.

This document was created as a resource for educators by Berrien RESA.  All materials are available for public use 
and should be adapted to best fit individual school building and district needs.  Should you have any questions about 
the event, please contact Berrien RESA ASD Consultant Kathy Hickok at kathy.hickok@berrienresa.org.  For questions 
about media relations and communication support, please contact Berrien RESA Supervisor of Communications  
Karen Heath at karen.heath@berrienresa.org.

Background: 

The Makin’ Waves in Berrien County summer camps are the result of a Community Conversation hosted at Berrien 
RESA in the spring of 2018.  What is a community conversation?  According to Erik Carter, Vanderbilt University 
special education professor and creator of Community Conversations, it is “a way to bring a diverse set of community 
members together to collectively brainstorm strategies and resources that can be used to address a challenge facing 
the community.”  Traditionally, community conversations engage adults.  However, in April 2018, Berrien Regional 
Education Service Agency’s (Berrien RESA) Peer to Peer program, with the help of the Statewide Autism Resources 
& Training (START) team, flipped the traditional model and hosted a conversation where students took the lead.   
Students are uniquely positioned to understand the social and learning cultures within their schools, yet rarely are they 
given opportunities to spearhead change initiatives.  
 
As part of Autism Awareness Month, Berrien RESA’s Peer to Peer program hosted its first Community Conversation 
which included over 150 students, parents, school leaders, board members and business representatives during the 
school day.  The task was to brainstorm solutions to two questions that were developed by both peer mentors and peer 
mentees (students of all abilities who participate in the Berrien County Peer to Peer program).  The questions were:

• How can we increase opportunities for students with disabilities to participate in social events, recreational activities 
and gain access to employment in Berrien County?

• What specifically can I do to increase opportunities for students with disabilities to participate in social events, 
recreational activities and gain access to employment in Berrien County?

The students, with help from their school district’s Peer to Peer program facilitators, were responsible for coordinating 
the event. They were asked to use their own social capital to identify and invite participants, decorate and set up the 
meeting space, participate in media interviews and contribute to the conversations the day of the event.  Not only did 
this experience give ALL students a voice, the event contributed to strengthening their planning, organizational and 
leadership skills as well.  
 
During the conversation, students (from elementary through high school) shared solutions they felt would support 
a more inclusive community.  For many students, it was the first time that they felt their ideas were heard by school 
leadership, community members, fellow students and others.  Students felt empowered when realizing that “speaking 
out” about change can move systems in a direction to shape the community in which they reside.
 
“We had a chance to learn from adults that we don’t really know and they had a chance to learn from us.  They could 
hear our side of the story and understand what it is like to need (and have) support available in the community.” -Berrien 
County Peer to Peer Mentee
 
For Berrien County, hosting a student-led community conversation proved to be a wonderful way to give students a 
voice - and the data proved that everyone had a lot to say!  Through the conversation, 473 suggestions were identified 
as potential answers to the two questions asked.  From those 473 suggestions, 6 ideas were identified as being 
actionable solutions.  

Based on the feedback received using follow-up surveys after the event, a student-led action committee was formed 
with the goal of further developing the solutions.  The committee has met multiple times over the school year and is 
excited to present Makin’ Waves in Berrien County, two special summer half-day camps specifically designed to support 
create a summer experience for students with disabilities.  Through Makin’s Waves, it is the students’ goal to move 
Berrien County one step closer to becoming a more inclusive community for all!  
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Who can participate?
Makin’ Waves in Berrien County provides summer camp 
activities for students with disabilities along side their 
peers.  Participants should be middle or high school 
students who reside within Berrien County school district 
boundaries.  Camp counselors are Peer to Peer LINKS 
students and other volunteers who wish to serve as same-
aged mentors to campers.  Campers are students who 
have Individual Education Plans.  

How do I register?
Registration is easy!  Simply visit www.berrienresa.org 
and look for the link at the top of the homepage.

Can I attend both sessions?
Camper and counselors are welcome to attend either or 
both sessions.

What hours are counselors expected to attend each 
session?
Counselors are expected to arrive at 7:30 a.m. the 
morning of the session that they have registered to work.  
They should expect to stay until 1 p.m. 

What is the schedule for campers?
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m.
Check out begins at 12 p.m.

What adults will be in attendance?
Berrien RESA and local school district personnel will be 
on-site supervising the mentors and the campers.  For 
many of the participants, the adults will be staff members 
that they recognize from school.

How will campers meet their designated camp 
counselor?  
During registration, campers and their parents/guardians 
will meet their designated counselor during a welcome 
activity.  It is the goal of the camp coordinators to pair 
campers with their LINK from Peer to Peer programs or a 
familiar person from school.  

Will camp counselors and volunteers have 
background checks?
Yes.  All camp staff, counselors and volunteers will 
complete a background check prior to participation.

What activities will be offered?
Both camps will offer the same accessible activities: a 
scavenger hunt, non-competitive games, an art activity 
and a community service project. 

Will emergency medical staff be onsite?
Yes.  Either a Berrien RESA school nurse will be on-site 
or local emergency personnel will be available should an 
medical issues arise.
 

Can parents stay?
Parents are welcome to stay, but are encouraged to 
allow their campers to enjoy planned activities without 
their assistance.  The goal of Makin’ Waves is to help 
individuals feel included and comfortable through the 
support of their peers.

Are siblings welcome?
Sure!  Younger siblings will be asked to stay with their 
parents/guardians.  Middle and high school aged siblings 
should register as either a camp counselor or camper! 

Is there a limit to the number of people who can 
participate?
Yes.  The goal is to support a 1:1 ratio between campers 
and counselors so that sufficient support can be provided 
for all activities.  Registration will be closed once capacity 
has been reached.

Will food be available?
Campers and counselors will be encouraged to bring their 
own snack.

Is transportation available?
Unfortunately, transportation is not available.

What if a camper needs to take medication while at 
camp?
Medication will not be administered by any camp staff.  If 
an individual needs medication, they will need to make 
arrangements with their parent/guardian.

What if a camper has regular medical needs?
Families should assess if their child is medically able to 
participate in camp.  

What should campers and counselors wear to camp?
All participants should follow their school’s warm weather 
dress code policy.  Close-toed shoes are recommended.  
All camp participants will receive a free t-shirt to wear 
during camp.  The t-shirts will be color coded to help 
organize activities and help students identify each other.

Is there a handbook provided?
Yes, once registration has been processed online, an 
email with additional information and a handbook will be 
emailed to you.

Who should parents contact for more information?
All inquiries should be directed to Berrien RESA ASD 
Consultant Kathy Hickok at kathy.hickok@berrienresa.org.

Frequently Asked Questions
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Key Messages

• The goal of Makin’ Waves in Berrien County is to provide a summer opportunity for students with disabilities to 
participate in a community program along side their same-age peers.

• This is an event for students, by students.  Students in the Peer to Peer program across Berrien County have made 
the majority of the decisions regarding Makin’ Waves in Berrien County.  Students include both LINKS mentors and 
peers of all abilities.  

• The event is the result of the Community Conversation held at Berrien RESA in the spring of 2018.  Since the 
conversation, Peer to Peer students have been planning Makin’ Waves in Berrien County as another opportunity to 
make Berrien County more inclusive for everyone.

• The two camp sessions being offered will focus on CONNECTing peers, SUPPORTing each other through a variety 
of camp activities and GROWing friendships.  

• Students can participate in either one or both sessions.
• The camps, offered at Love Creek in Berrien Center and Riverview Park in St. Joseph, will focus on four main 

activities:  a scavenger hunt, non-competitive games, an art activity and a service project.  The service project is 
being determined by the park rangers and will be accessible to all event participants.

• It is the hope of the Peer to Peer students planning the camps that same-age peers will feel comfortable 
participating in camp activities along side their LINKS mentors.  LINKS students will be actively encouraging their 
peers to register for camp.  Camp organizers will do their best to ensure Peers and LINKS are in the same groups 
throughout the camp.  

• Campers will receive colored t-shirts based on their group assignment.  T-shirts will be distributed upon check-in.
• The number of campers will be limited (goal to have a 1:1 ratio).
• To our knowledge, this is the first event of its kind in Berrien County.  It is the hope of the Peer to Peer students 

that they will be Makin’ Waves of impact, not only by leading the charge for a change in perception, but setting the 
expectations of what they would like their future neighborhoods to look like in terms of inclusion.



Week Marketing Suggestions
May 6 • Post Makin’ Waves flyers in middle and high school buildings.

• Post information on school district’s website (and registration portal on Berrien RESA’s homepage).
• Distribute flyers to all students in Peer to Peer program and to all middle and high school students with 

Individual Education Plans (IEP) in the district.
• Berrien RESA will share event information with superintendents, principals, Parent Advisory Committee 

members, Berrien RESA management team members, counselors and SEDAC members, as well as 
Berrien RESA special education staff via email. 

• Peer to Peer facilitators to circle back to special education staff and counselors in middle and high 
school buildings to encourage them to share information with parents (for both campers and camp 
counselors).

• Have flyers available at end-of-year IEP meetings.
• Include camp information in school newsletters.
• Include camp information on school social media outlets and messaging apps.
• Berrien RESA will create Facebook events on behalf of Peer to Peer.  LEAs may wish to promote 

event.
May 13 • Follow up with personal emails/calls to families with students that may be interested in camp.

• Begin to advertise camp on school radio or in daily announcements.
• Continue to share the opportunity on social media outlets.  Be sure to include #MakinWavesBerrien in 

all of your posts.
• Add information to school signage or marquee.
• Create a commercial advertising the event on your school news network.
• Invite students from the Peer to Peer program to speak to other students about the camp.
• Host a meeting to help interested students learn more about the event.
• Encourage students to register as camp counselors and use the experience toward community service 

hours requirements.
May 20 • Continue tracking student registration for the camp.

• Continue advertising the event throughout school buildings (refresh posters, send reminder emails, 
continue talking about event with students and staff).

• Create social media stories about the event.  Highlight students who plan to attend.  Ask them 
questions about why they are excited about camp.  (Be sure to have photo releases on file!) Use 
#MakinWavesBerrien in all of your posts.

• Berrien RESA will issue a media release for the event on behalf of Peer to Peer.
May 27 • Registration updates will be shared by the Makin’ Waves in Berrien County CORE team via Peer to 

Peer facilitators.  If registration is full, marketing will be discontinued (or adjusted if one camp date has 
greater availability than the other).

• Based on CORE Team feedback, continue sharing event information.
• Begin highlighting the registration deadline (June 13).

June 3 • Final push for registration.  
• Add the flyer to end-of-year school announcements.
• Add the flyer to summer intake packets for students who enroll in the district in June.
• Encourage students participating in the camp to keep a journal of their experience and use it to support 

a future school assignment or Peer to Peer activity.

Marketing Timeline



Sample Newsletter Article

Attention all middle school and high school students!  Are you looking for a FREE summer day-camp experience?
The Berrien County Peer to Peer program students are excited to present Makin’ Waves in Berrien County - an event 
where LINKS students and their same-age peers can CONNECT, learn how to best SUPPORT each other through a 
variety of camp activities and GROW their friendships.  

There are two sessions to choose from.  Students can participate in either session or both:

Session I: 
Tuesday, July 16, 2019 from 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. at Love Creek Nature Center located at 9292 Huckleberry Road in 
Berrien Center.

Session II: 
Tuesday, July 23, 2019 from 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. at Riverview Park located at 2927 Niles Road in St. Joseph.

The camp, which has been created for students by students, is the result of the 2018 Community Conversation hosted 
by Peer to Peer students from across Berrien County.  Together with community and business partners, they are 
working to create a more inclusive community by offering a summer experience designed to engage their peers of all 
abilities.

Both sessions will feature the same activities:
• Scavenger hunt
• Non-competitive games
• Community service project
• Art activity

Campers will be organized into small teams.  Each team will be led by a Peer to Peer LINKS, most of whom the 
campers will recognize from school.  Each camper will receive a t-shirt and fun giveaways.

How to Register!
Interested in registering as a camper or camp counselor (LINK)/volunteer?  Visit www.berrienresa.org and complete the 
registration form.  Campers must reside within Berrien County school districts’ boundaries and be eligible for special 
education services.

For more information, please contact Berrien RESA ASD Consultant Kathy Hickok at kathy.hickok@berrienresa.org or 
your school’s Peer to Peer facilitator. Registration deadline is June 13, 2019.  Don’t wait - spots are limited!
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Sample Announcement

Attention all middle school and high school students!  Are you looking for a FREE summer day-camp experience?
This summer, Berrien County Peer to Peer students will be presenting Makin’ Waves in Berrien County on July 16 at Love 
Creek Nature Center and on July 23 at Riverview Park.  Registration is now open for both campers and camp counselors.  
To learn more, visit www.berrienresa.org. Don’t wait - spots are limited!

Platform Sample Post
Facebook Students are Makin’ Waves in Berrien County by creating 

a more inclusive community for everyone!  Middle and high 
school students of all abilities are invited to attend summer 
day camp July 16 and/or July 23! To register, visit www.
berrienresa.org by June 13. #MakinWavesBerrien

Add logo and LINK to flyer.
Twitter We are Makin’ Waves at Peer to Peer summer camp!  

Register today @berrienresa #MakinWavesBerrien

Add logo and LINK to flyer.
Instagram What are you doing this summer?  Check out Makin’ 

Waves in Berrien County - an event for students, by 
students! #MakinWavesBerrien

Add logo and LINK to flyer.

Sample Social Media Posts

Logo requirements

Please include the following logos on all materials advertising Makin’ Waves in Berrien County.  Kathy Hickok will share 
logo files with Peer to Peer facilitators.

Required Disclaimers

Please include the following disclaimers on all materials advertising Makin’ Waves in Berrien County.

• This project is funded in part by the Statewide Autism Resource and Training (START) program through the Michigan 
Department of Education and is being produced in partnership with Berrien RESA. 

• Nondiscrimination Clause/Title IX:  It is the policy of the Berrien Regional Education Service Agency not to 
discriminate in its policies and practices with respect to compensation, terms, or conditions of employment because 
of an individual’s race, color, religion, sex, national origin, height, weight, marital status, political belief, genetic 
information, disability or handicap which does not impair an individual’s ability to perform adequately in that 
individual’s particular position or activity. For questions, please contact Lynda Hurlow, Executive Director of Human 
Resources at : Berrien RESA , 711 St. Joseph Avenue, Berrien Springs, MI 49103. For procedural information, please 
review NEOLA Board Policy No. 2260.
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This project is funded in part by the Statewide Autism Resource and Training (START) 
program through the Michigan Department of Education and is being produced in 
partnership with Berrien RESA. 

Nondiscrimination Clause/Title IX
It is the policy of the Berrien Regional Education Service Agency not to discriminate in its policies and practices with respect 
to compensation, terms, or conditions of employment because of an individual’s race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 
height, weight, marital status, political belief, genetic information, disability or handicap which does not impair an individual’s 
ability to perform adequately in that individual’s particular position or activity. For questions, please contact Lynda Hurlow, 
Executive Director of Human Resources at : Berrien RESA , 711 St. Joseph Avenue, Berrien Springs, MI 49103. For procedural 
information, please review NEOLA Board Policy No. 2260.

Register 
today for 

these FREE 
events!

Session I:
Tuesday, July 16, 2019
8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Love Creek Nature Center
9292 Huckleberry Road, Berrien Center

Session II:
Tuesday, July 23, 2019
8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Riverview Park
2927 Niles Road, St. Joseph
(Campers can attend either session or both!)

Registration deadline: July 8, 2019 
Don’t wait - spots are limited!

Makin’
WAVES

in Berrien County 
Connect • Support • Grow  

Peer to Peer

Attention all middle school and high school students!   
Are you looking for a FREE summer day-camp experience?
The Berrien County Peer to Peer program students are excited to present Makin’ Waves in Berrien County - an 
event where LINKS students and their same-age peers can CONNECT, learn how to best SUPPORT each other 
through a variety of camp activities and GROW their friendships.  

The camp, which has been created for students with Individual Education Plans (IEPs) by the students who support 
them (LINKS), is the result of the 2018 Community Conversation hosted by Peer to Peer students from across 
Berrien County.  Together with community and business partners, they are working to create a more inclusive 
community by offering a summer experience designed to engage their peers of all abilities.   

Campers, camp counselors (LINKS) and additional volunteers can attend Session I or Session II, or both!  Both 
sessions will feature the same activities:

• Scavenger hunt
• Non-competitive games
• Community service project
• Art activity

Campers will be organized into small teams.  Each team will be led by a number of Peer to Peer LINKS, most of 
whom the campers will recognize from school.  Each camper will receive a t-shirt and fun giveaways.

How to Register: Simply visit www.berrienresa.org! 

Background checks are required for camp counselors and volunteers. These will be completed online. Campers 
must reside within Berrien County school districts’ boundaries and be eligible for special education services.

Parents/guardians are welcome to drop-off their children for the event!  Written consent must be provided if 
someone other than the child’s parent/guardian is picking them up at the end of camp.

For more information, please visit www.berrienresa.org.  For specific questions, contact Berrien RESA ASD 
Consultant Kathy Hickok at kathy.hickok@berrienresa.org or your school’s Peer to Peer facilitator. 

Follow the fun at #MakinWavesBerrien!

mailto:kathy.hickok%40berrienresa.org?subject=



